STEPHEN GARDENER
lim that the bellman would say his verses over him; but
he impression it made on his mind soon wore off, and he
pickly returned to his vicious practices.
A short time after this adventure Gardener fell into
:ompany with one Rice Jones, and they agreed to go to-
gether on the " passing lay,*' which is an artifice frequently
practised, and though the sharpers are often taken into
custody, and their tricks exposed in the newspapers, yet
there are repeatedly found people weak enough to submit
to the imposition.
Our adventurers were very successful at different places,
particularly at Bristol; but in this last place Jones bilked
Gardener in such a manner as to prove that there is no
truth in the observation of " honour among thieves" ; for
Jones, after having defrauded a country gentleman of a gold
watch and chain, a suit of kced clothes, and about a hundred
guineas, gave no share of the booty to Gardener. This
induced the latter to think of revenge, but he disguised
his sentiments, and they went together to Bath, where they
remained some time and then proceeded on their journey;
but on the morning on which they set out, Gardener stole
an iron pestle from the inn where they lay, and concealed it
in his boot, with the intention of murdering his companion
when they should come to an unfrequented place. On
their journey Gardener generally kept behind Jones, and
twice took out the pestle with the intention of perpetrating
the murder; but, his resolution failing him, he at length
dropped it in the road, unperceived by his companion.
A few days afterwards these companions in iniquity
parted; and on this occasion Jones said: " Hark ye.
Gardener, whither are you going?'* "To London/' said
he, " Why, then," replied Jones, " you are going to be
hanged/'
Soon after his arrival in London he robbed a house in
Addle Hill, but was not apprehended for it, and a short
time after he broke open the house of Mrs Roberts, and
carried off linen to the amount of twenty-five pounds. In
this robbery he was assisted by John Martin, and both the